
“I say then, walk by the Spirit and you will certainly not carry out the desire of the 
flesh.  For the flesh desires what is against the Spirit, and the Spirit desires what is 
against the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so that you don’t do what you 
want.”             Galatians 5:16-17 

WHERE IS YOUR FOCUS IN THE 
STORM?      

 In this passage, the Apostle Paul is 

instructing the churches of Galatia on the 

importance of walking by the Spirit as 

opposed to walking by the flesh.  In my 

personal life, I can tell when I am being led 

by the flesh versus the Spirit, as I start 

allowing fears, worries and insecurities of 

life to direct my steps and to take my mind 

to places that lead to wrong destinations.  So 

how do I avoid this trap, how do we avoid 

this trap of walking by the flesh versus the 

Spirit?   

 For myself personally, I know that 

when I wake up, grab my Bible and maybe a 

cup of coffee and a journal, and I start 

reading through my devotional for the day, 

reflect on the Scripture passage being 

studied and start meditating and praying, I 

find that the Holy Spirit begins to direct my 

mind and steps towards Jesus as opposed to 

the world.  In this process, I find that I begin 

doing what Jesus wants as opposed to what 

my flesh wants.  For me, this is a daily battle 

but an extremely crucial step to start my day 

out right if I want to win the war against the 

flesh. 

 When I have an anxious thought, 

fear or worry I have learned that I need to 

follow Paul’s advice he gives the church at 

Philippi in Philippians 4:6-8, “Don’t worry 

about anything, but in EVERYTHING, 

through prayer and petition with 

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  

And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus.  Finally, brothers and 

sisters, whatever is true, whatever is 

honorable, whatever is just, whatever is 

pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

commendable—if there is any moral 

excellence and if there is anything 

praiseworthy—DWELL on THESE 

THINGS.”  For me this means, taking that 

fear, worry or insecurity and looking at it in 

the eyes of Jesus and allowing God’s word 

on the subject to be cultivated in my heart as 

opposed to allowing the fear, worry or 

insecurity to take over my mind.   

 When I apply these two steps daily 

to my life I can see a major difference in 

how I think, act and respond to situations as 

they arise.  Many of us were fearful, worried 

and afraid of what kind of damage Hurricane 

Florence would cause to our families and  
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community.  When storms in life come fast and 

furious how do you respond?  Do you  turn your 

eyes and attention to Jesus or to the winds and the 

waves crashing all around?  Which voices do you 

allow to enter your mind, the voice of the flesh or 

the voice of the Holy Spirit?  When we look to Jesus 

in the midst of the storm we can see a light that 

shines bright for all to see to provide and offer hope 

to those who are hopeless.  This recent hurricane has 

wreaked damage and devastation to many, but 

through it all we have also seen a community of 

brothers and sisters band together to provide that 

hope and light to a lost and dying world.  The next 

time a fear, worry or insecurity pops up in your 

mind or thought life how will you respond?  As we 

continue to seek ways to help those in need from the 

damage the storm caused will you commit to seek-

ing the Lord and asking Him how He wants to use 

you to help those who are hurting?   

Pastor Michael 



When Your Wedding 
Happens in a Hurricane 

 I know this will sound a bit selfish, but there’s no way 

around it. I just could not believe it. A hurricane-- the same week my 

daughter planned to get married. Really? 

 For a week, our emotions ran laps, as if we cycled through 

stages. Denial—It won’t really happen. Desperation—What if we 

have to (gasp!) cancel the ceremony! Hope—Just keep an eye on the 

forecast. These things change. Guilt—people are going to get hit by a 

hurricane, and here we are worrying about a wedding! 

 But we refused to concede. We prayed. And we packed and 

prepared and watched the Weather Channel. And Kaitlyn, ever the 

planner, ever hopeful, was in Charlotte working out details and 

alternatives. One phone call up. The next phone call down. But no 

matter what, yeah, she’s getting married.  

 Then the cake guy canceled. And the airline started 

messing with the honeymoon flights. And the flowers were not 

delivered to the florist. And by Tuesday it was clear that the wind 

would push Friday’s rooftop wedding in Charlotte to a room inside. 

 No worries. We’ll adjust. 

 While Kim and I packed two vehicles with wedding 

supplies, we also prepped the house for what was predicted to be the 

worst hurricane since, well, ever. We decided to leave early 

Wednesday morning because we were not sure if the evacuation 

traffic would cause delays. We exited our house at 5AMish, in the 

blue hue just before daylight, and that’s when we began to see the 

grace of God, like small smiles to remind us of His ever-present love.  

 We arrived early in Charlotte because, after all, there was 

nearly no traffic to contend with. We stopped for gas in Wadesboro 

at what, it turns out, was the only place around with gas. I called the 

hotel from the truck to let them know we were coming early. No 

problem. One room just opened up. It will be ready. 

 And so it went. Detail after detail. Little things fell into 

place for the biggest event of my daughter’s life. While the hurricane 

crawled onto the coast, we checked on people and people checked on 

us, and we forged ahead with everything right on schedule. We 

focused on what was in front of us and gave to God what we could 

not control.  

 And through it all, we were reminded what matters most. 

 First, we were reminded that trusting God means moving 

forward with hope and trust that, no matter the outcome, He is not 

surprised, wet, or weary. We were not “making the best of a bad 

situation.” We were believing that He knows more than we do and 

sees what we do not see, and when entrusted with our lives He gladly 

takes the challenge. He is there, working and guiding, and He can do 

“more than we can ask or imagine” (Eph. 3:20-21). And when we 

“cast our cares on Him,” we learn again that “He cares for us” (1 

Peter 5:7). 

 Maybe to the very end I needed reminding, so the rain 

stopped and the wind stilled when Kaitlyn and Antonio made their 

grand exit into the streets of Charlotte, finishing the evening with 

celebration and satisfaction. And then Saturday morning the 

honeymooners’ flight from Charlotte to Orlando, with a hurricane 

encroaching, loaded and left on time. (Really? I’ve had flights 

cancelled in NC because it was windy in Chicago.) 

 And, second, we were reminded that people love us, and 

when we rely on them, they come through. From the Wednesday we 

departed to the next Monday, four people kindly checked our home 
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and sent us reports. When the cake guy cancelled, family 

stepped in and brought a cake at their own expense. Kim’s 

sister and aunt stepped up and helped decorate. The florist lady 

made silk flowers when the real ones did not arrive. My 

nephew refashioned the cross that, once meant for a rooftop 

backdrop, needed to fit into a small indoor room. The list goes 

on.  

 And if the wedding guests were not stopped by the 

storm, if flights were not cancelled or roads not blocked, they 

came. From Georgia, from Massachusetts, from Michigan, 

from Wilmington, and from neighboring counties. They came. 

People we had not seen in years. People who had shaped the 

lives of the bride and groom. People who showed by their 

presence their care and love for them. 

 So, last, we were reminded to keep life in perspective. 

Sometimes our worst times and our best times converge in a 

single place and a pivotal moment. We do not control time or 

events. But we can control our attitudes and perspectives. We 

always choose whether the hurricanes will forge our faith 

stronger or weaken our resolve. Whether our trust in God will 

grow or we will doubt His goodness and fail to see His grace. 

Whether we will come together or fall apart. And the choices 

we make demonstrate what we believe about God and about 

other people. 

 When the wind dies down, one fact remains. What 

matters most is not the hurricane. It’s how we respond to the 

hurricane. 

 Few things lend perspective like having a wedding in 

a hurricane. I wish I could tell you that I handled everything 

perfectly, that I was some spiritual giant in the face of the 

storm. Not so much. But I can tell you that when I stepped into 

a hushed room and for the first time saw my baby girl standing 

there in her wedding dress, all grown up, smiling at her dad just 

minutes before he would walk her down the isle, frankly, I 

forgot about the hurricane.  

 Because when you focus on what matters most, the 

storms don’t seem to matter so much after all.  

 

With Love in Christ, 

Pastor Bob  



Mon thly Mi n i s t r y  I n f o  
On Wednesdays 

dinner available for 
everyone 5:30-6:15pm 

 

 c h i ld r e n  
H  
Quest FirstKids Ministry 

Wednesdays | 6—8pm 

Fbcshallotte.org/quest  fu s i o n  
H  
Bible Study 

Wednesdays | 6—8pm 

 you th  
H  
Bible Study 

Wednesdays | 6—8pm 

 
 
 di s c i p l e l i f e 
H  
Classes Start 

Oct 3 | 6pm  
fbcshallotte.org/wed  me s s a g e  s e r i e s  
H  

Series:  “Born for a purpose:  
The Life of Moses”  

 

Listen to sermons online at 
fbcshallotte.org/sermons  

 men  
H  
Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays | 6:30am 

wome n  
H  
Ladies’ Ministry Meeting 

Oct 8 | 6:30pm 

 
Dance for Joy  (FREE) 
Canceled Until Further Notice  f i n a n c e  
H  
Building Fund Balance $52,601    d i sa s t e r  r e l i e f H  
To find Out how you Can Help 
or to Let Us Know how We can 
Help You, please visit 
fbcshallotte.org/Florence or 
Call the Church Office 
 

 bu s i n e s s  
H  
Called Church Conference to 
Vote On Disaster Relief Fund 

Oct 7  | 12pm (after worship) 

 

Quarterly Ministry Meeting 
Oct 14 | 6PM 

 

 

 

 fal l  f e s t i v a l H  
Oct 26  | 6:30pm  

Please bring non-perishable food 
items to help hurricane Florence 
victims 

to sign up to do a trunk or 
help, contact heather bath at 
(910) 470-8972 

mis s i o n s 
H  
NC Missions Offering 
Goal:  $3,000 

Received: $5,234 

 

Captain's Choice Golf  
Tournament 

Brunswick Baptist Associa-
tion’s 2018 Toy Store Benefit 

Nov 3  | 8 am Registration  

9am Start 

Lockwood Folly County Club 

Registration Forms available in 
the office 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox Ministry 

Launches Oct 7 

 

 home c omi n g H  
Oct 7 | 11am  

Covered Dish Lunch After Morn-
ing Worship.  Church will Pro-
vide Fried Chicken, Please bring a 
Side or Dessert. 
 
No evening Worship Services or Activities. 

 

  mo v i e  n i gh t 
H  
Family Movie Night 

Nov 4 | 5:30pm  
Fellowship while watching the 
movie “God’s Not Dead 2” and  
enjoying concessions 
Sponsored by Sunday School 



Love God.  

Love One Another.  

Love the World. 

First Baptist Church of 

Shallotte 

4486 Main Street 

Shallotte, NC  28470 

910.754.4048 Ÿ         fbcshallotte.org 

Office Hours: 

M-Th  9am—3pm; F 9am—1pm 

             

Sunday School                      9:45am 
Morning Worship                11:00am 
Evening Worship                  6:00pm 
Wednesday                          6:00pm 

Da i l y  Pr a ye r  F o c u s  f o r  Hu r r i c ane F l o r ence V i c t i m s  
 1-Oct Those Whose Homes 

  Were Destroyed 

 2-Oct Single 

 3-Oct Widowed 

 4-Oct Families 

 5-Oct Children & Teens 

 6-Oct Business Owners 

 7-Oct Boiling Spring Lakes Residents 

 8-Oct Southport Residents 

 9-Oct Ash Residents 

 10-Oct NC/SC Churches 

 11-Oct Wilmington Residents 

 12-Oct Bolivia Residents 

 13-Oct Those Housing Displaced Families 

 14-Oct Homeless 

 15-Oct Public Officials in NC/SC 

 16-Oct Counselors 

 17-Oct Work Crews & Repairmen 

 18-Oct Teachers 

 19-Oct Students 

 20-Oct FEMA Workers 

 21-Oct Law Enforcement Officers 

 22-Oct Utility Workers 

 23-Oct Insurance Companies' Staff 

 24-Oct Insurance Adjusters 

 25-Oct Medical Personnel 

 26-Oct Foster Parents 

 27-Oct Federal Government 

 28-Oct Rescue Workers 

 29-Oct Hospital Staff 

 30-Oct Volunteers 

 31-Oct Pastors & Leaders  
  of Local Churches 
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