
 

 

 
“Let all that I am praise the Lord; may I never forget the good things He does for 
me.”                                                                                                                Psalm 103:2 

A Devotional:  Why I Choose Thankfulness 

 Choose—means to make a choice. 
You have to make a choice to be thankful. 
 We have to sometimes CHOOSE 
to be thankful. Being thankful does not 
come as easy when we are heart-broken, 
despaired, overwhelmed or rejected. We 
have to CHOOSE our attitudes otherwise we 
can slip into complaining, discouragement, 
and eventually even depression. You might 
not feel like giving thanks, but remember it's 
a CHOICE! Instead of giving thanks you 
may instead feel like calling your friends 
and talking about all what is wrong in your 
life. Let me encourage you not to complain 
about your circumstances, first it will 
overwhelm you, then exhaust you and then 
cause you to feel sorry for yourself (self-
pity). I am not telling you anything I have 
not told myself countless times, and that I 
have to practice continually; CHOOSING to 
be thankful.  
 Being thankful is a choice. You 
can CHOOSE to be thankful or you can 
CHOOSE to be ungrateful. You may not 
have the spouse you desire, children, a 
prodigal child, or you may even be going 
through some sickness, but whatever season 
you are in you can be thankful for the many 
blessings that you do have. It is really a 
conscious decision to focus on what is a 

blessing verses focusing on what are your 
hardships and trials. There is always 
something to be thankful for. Don't get bitter 
by your life's challenges and struggles, but 
see the silver lining in each circumstance. 
Being thankful and grateful will cause you 
to live with passion and zest for life.  
When we CHOOSE an attitude of gratitude 
our lives can be transformed and we can 
begin to have renewed purpose.  
If you are grateful and thankful it is very 
likely you then will be content. When you 
are content, you are then at peace with 
yourself and with others. Having the ability 
to be thankful is life-changing. 
 I challenge you if you have 
struggled with being thankful to say out loud 
everyday (5) things that you are thankful for. 
This task will increase your gratitude and 
then your attitude. Don't look at what you 
don't have, what you have not accomplished, 
your fears and failures, and all your unmet 
desires. That type of thinking will weigh you 
down and cause you to have an unthankful 
heart.  
 BE THANKFUL AND 
GRATEFUL this holiday season and 
COUNT YOUR MANY BLESSINGS, ONE 
BY ONE!  

Church Events 
 Nov 4th  – Family Movie 

Night God’s Not Dead 2 

 Nov 9th-11th – Youth 
Fall Retreat Ft Caswell  

 Nov 12th – Ladies’ 
Ministry Meeting 

 Nov 17th – Disaster 
Relief Workday 

 Nov 18th – OCC 
Shoebox Dedication;  
Thanksgiving Potluck 
Lunch; Decorate the 
Church 

 Nov 20th – Family Night 

 Nov 21th – No Services 
or Activities 

 Nov 22nd – 23rd  
Church Office Closed 

 

Vision 
the 

Stephanie R. Reck, LMSW, LBT, BCCC 

Founder of Hope Ministry 



 

 

It’s About    the Kids 
 Eric Geiger, an author, blogger, pastor, 
and former VP at Lifeway, wrote about 
children’s ministry in a 2017 blog. He offered 
“three reasons kids ministry is important.” I 
want to summarize those here and reflect on 
them for us, and especially as they apply to 
Worship Care and Kids Own Worship, two 
ministries that you provide for parents during 
the 11 AM worship hour. 
 Everything I am going to say applies to 
Worship Care as well as Kids Own Worship. 
But let me focus on KOW as an example. Kids 
Own Worship is a ministry for children Pre-K 
through 3rd Grade which provides a fun worship 
and teaching experience during the 11 AM 
worship hour using curriculum produced by 
Group Resources. It also allows for parents to 
worship undistracted, knowing their children are 
in a safe environment learning about God and 
learning how to worship Him. 
 I want us to recapture the vision for 
KOW. Well, not only KOW, but for children’s 
ministry! Why should we care about that? 
According to Geiger, here’s why: 
 The first reason Geiger gives is that 
kids’ ministry is “Important for kids.” That may 
sound like an obvious observation, but Geiger 
reminds us how important the curriculum and 
the environment is for our children’s ministry.  
“Kids ministry,” he says, “provides kids 
consistent opportunities to hear the message of 
the Bible in environments that are crafted for 
them” and places “the life-changing message of 
Jesus in a context designed specifically for 
kids.” 
 This directly applies to one reason we 
have Kids Own Worship. All of our children’s 
classrooms should reflect a commitment to kids 
being kids. And when children depart for KOW, 
we are not sending them out so we don’t have to 
deal with them. We are facilitating their 
worship, led by loving adults, who teach the 
children to worship their God in an environment 
more suited for them. 
 Second, Geiger says, kids’ ministry is 
“Important for families.” In an effective kids’ 
ministry, children learn the truth of the Gospel 
and “kids go home with questions, stories, and 
lessons they learned. An effective kids ministry 
sparks conversations at home, and this 
challenges and encourages the whole family.”  

 Parents are able to participate in worship, less 
distracted, so they grow in Christ and make pivotal 
decisions as parents and as followers of Christ. And 
then they can engage their children about the worship 
experience they all had, learning more about Jesus as 
they talk about their worship experiences on Sunday. 
 I want to underscore the importance of this for 
guest families. Study after study, research upon 
research, always draws the same conclusion: When 
parents are looking for a church, a determining factor is 
always the children’s ministries. And when a church 
provides a worship experience for children, that church 
tends to reach more families with children.   
 So, third, of course, kids’ ministry is 
“Important for churches.” Not only is it important for 
church growth, but also, believe it or not, for our own 
spiritual health. Geiger says it best: “An effective kids 
ministry helps bring joy and life to a church. Kids sing 
loud. They raise their hands. . . .They open their Bibles 
and love to hear stories from the Word. Children who 
have trusted Jesus with their lives are filled with awe—
an awe that we can lose as our hearts wander and our 
minds get preoccupied with lesser things. Kids remind 
us that the kingdom of God is for those who humble 
themselves like children and trust Him fully. Being 
around kids in a kids’ ministry reminds us that we need 
to be more like kids.” 
 So true. 
 So why am I bringing this up? Because the 
significance of children’s ministry, and KOW 
especially, is matched only by the challenge of getting 
adults to volunteer. Pray about participating. KOW 
needs you. Worship Care needs you. Wednesday night 
ministries need you.  
 In Jesus’ day, children were considered a 
hindrance to learning--noisy, foolish, and unwise. 
Religious traditionalists said children should be seen and not 

Pastor Bob 

Visit Pastor Bob’s Blog:   BOBWEATHERS.NET 
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What Do Your Devotions Lie? 

 In October, we relaunched Sunday Night 
Small Groups in our youth ministry.  We utilize 
small groups as a safe place where students can 
grow in their relationship with Jesus and with 
other students.  Small groups are designed to 
follow the commands we are given in Scripture in 
Acts 2:42-47 & Hebrews 10:23-25 listed above.  
This is where students are challenged to hold one 
another accountable and to share what God has 
been doing in their lives and or where they need 
help, encouragement and prayer for struggles they 
are experiencing.  Small groups by design are a 
place where students can be known, valued and 
accepted by their peers and by other adult leaders/
mentors.   
 I would like to draw your attention to one 
key word in each of the scriptural passages  listed 
below as you consider the importance of small 
groups, whether it be in the youth ministry on 
Sunday nights, Sunday School for all ages, Kids 
Own Worship Children’s church, First Kids 
Choir, Wednesday Night Quest, Fusion, Youth 
Ministry, DiscipleLife Classes, Women’s 
Ministry, or any other area within the church 
where you have an opportunity to meet with a 
smaller group to grow in Christ and one another.   
 First, in Acts 2:42-47, meditate and reflect 
on the word “devoted.”  What does that word 
mean to you?  Merriam Webster defines devoted 
as characterized by loyalty and devotion.  Check 
out some of the synonyms for devoted:  constant, 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. And awe came 
upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. And 
day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous 
hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being 
saved.” 

Acts 2:42-47 

dedicated, devout, faithful, steadfast, steady, and 
true.  Now reflect on some antonyms of the word 
devoted:  disloyal, faithless, false, fickle, 
inconstant, traitorous, unfaithful, and untrue.  
Reflect on your personal relationship with Jesus.  
Would you describe your relationship with Jesus 
as devoted?  We devote ourselves to many things 
in this world:  careers, earning more money, 
sports, clubs, social groups, the list could go on 
and on.  Many of these things are not bad in 
themselves, however, if we are not careful, we 
can look at our lives and notice that these “good” 
things we are devoted to have taken us away from 
the main thing we should be devoted to as 
followers of Christ, which is simply laying at the 
feet of Jesus and growing in our relationship with 
Him.  For those of us who are parents, we are 
modeling an example not just for ourselves but 
for our children to see.  Are the things you are 
devoted to the things you want your children to 
be devoted to now and in their futures?   
 Second, in Hebrews 10:23-25, meditate 
and reflect on the word “not” and ask yourself 
why this word is listed in this scriptural passage.  
What are we “not” to do?  We are “not” to 
neglect meeting together.  The author then states 
that neglecting meeting together has become the 
habit of some.  Why do you think that it is 
important to meet together as believers in Christ?  

 

“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but en-
couraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

Hebrews 10:23-25 

Pastor Michael 
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Continued from Page 3 
Where Do Your Devotions Lie? 

Each week at FBCS we 
provide many different 
opportunities and learning 
environments where we 
can meet together 
regularly to worship 
together, study God’s 
word together, pray 
together and to grow 
together in Christ.  
Consider what happens 
when you apply this 
principle, do you notice 
any difference in your 
life, your children’s lives, 
etc.?  What happens when 
you neglect this principle 

of meeting together 
regularly?  Do you notice 
any difference in how you 
feel, choices you make, 
your thought life, etc.?  
Do you notice any 
difference in your 
children’s lives when you 
neglect this principle of 
meeting together 
regularly?   
 I could write 
much more but for now I 
will leave you to meditate 
and reflect on what you 
are devoted to and to 
evaluate how you are 

doing in meeting together 
regularly with God’s 
people in worship.  My 
prayer is that we will all, 
including myself, reflect 
and meditate on these two 
passages a little more 
carefully and ask Jesus to 
reveal any areas of our 
lives where we can be 
more devoted and more 
committed to Him 
because the “Day is 
Drawing Near!”  

heard. But in Mark 10:13-
15, the Bible recounts a 
moment when Jesus 
engaged with children and 
rattled the adults with His 
perspective, “People were 
bringing little children to 
him in order that he might 
touch them, but the 
disciples rebuked them. 
When Jesus saw it, he was 
indignant and said to 
them, ‘Let the little 
children come to me. 
Don’t stop them, because 
the kingdom of God 
belongs to such as these.’” 
 Of all the things 
that make Jesus 
“indignant,” angry, and 
incensed, at the top of the 
list is keeping children 
from Him. “Don’t stop 
them.” Let them sing, let 
them dance, let them 
enjoy Jesus. They are not 
the church of tomorrow. 

They are the church. 
Today. 
 And the children 
in our church today are 
the next youth group, the 
next leaders, and the next 
servants. May every 
child who crosses the 
threshold of our church 
become adults who look 
back on their days at 
FBCS and remember 
with misty eyes the 
names of the grown-ups 
who made a place for 
them, who volunteered to 
lead them, who taught 
them to worship, taught 
them the Bible, and led 
them to Christ. 
 The grown-ups 
who made a way for 
them to meet Jesus. 
 
With love in Christ, 
Pastor Bob  
 

New To Our Family 
Be sure to welcome the newest members of our 
church family! 

Wayne, Phyllis & Olivia Turnage 

 

Deborah & Bill Suttles 

 

Rick & Shirley Koons 

1 Thessalonians 
5:18 

 

“In everything 
give thanks; 
for this is the 
will of God in 
Christ Jesus 
concerning 

you.” 

Pastor Michael 

Continued from Page 2 
It’s About the Kids 
Pastor Bob 
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Mon thly Mi n i s t r y  I n f o  
Wednesday dinner  | 5:30-6:15pm 

 
 ch i ld r e n  H  
Quest FirstKidz Ministry 

Wednesdays | 6—8pm 

 

First Kidz Choir 

Sundays | 6—8pm  fu s i o n  
H  
Bible Study 

Wednesdays | 6—8pm 

 

Small Groups 

5th & 6th Graders are welcome to 
Join one of the middle school small 
groups below or join First KidZ 
Choir on Sundays 

 

Anyone Interested in Leading a 
Small Group for This Age, Please 
contact Pastor Michael 

 you th  
H  
Bible Study 

Wednesdays | 6—8pm 

 

Fall Retreat to Ft. Caswell 

Nov 9—11 | Cost: $155 

Contact Pastor Michael  

 

Small Groups 

Sundays 5:30-7:30 

9th -12th Grade Girls  
Meet at FBCS Youth Room  

Leader:  Sarah Hughes  

 7th -12th Grade Boys  
Meet at Rodney & Jennifer  
Brown’s home 
885 Village Point Road,  

Shallotte, NC 28470 

Leader:  Michael Borton  

 
7th -9th Grade Girls 
Meet at FBCS Middle School 
(Fusion) Room 

Leader:  Victoria Hugh 

OR    
Meet at Rodney & Jennifer 
Brown’s home 
885 Village Point Road, Shal-
lotte, NC 28470 
Leader:  Jennifer Brown 
 
 mes sa g e  s e r i e s  H  
Series:  “Birthmarks:  How do You 
Know You Are A Christian”  

 

Upcoming:  “Not Everyone is Happy:  
Fighting Depression in the season of 
joy”  

 

Listen to sermons online at 
fbcshallotte.org/sermons   wome n  
H  
Ladies’ Ministry Meeting 

Nov 12 | 6:30pm 

 men  
H  
Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesdays | 6:30am  d i sa s t e r  r e l i e f  H
Workday 
Nov 17 | 7:30am 
Work to help victims 
Contact Don Evans To Sign up 

910.880.9242 

mis s i o n s H  
Baptist Children’s Homes of  
NC Offering Nov 11 

Week of Prayer  Nov 11—18 

Pray for the thousands of lives 
BCH serves each year through its 
21 NC locations.  

 

Operation Christmas Child 
Shoebox Ministry 

Shoeboxes due by Nov 18 

 

Shoebox Dedication Nov 18 During 
Morning Worship  f i n a n c e  H  
Building Fund Balance  
$88,935 
Disaster Relief Fund Balance 
$11,665 
 

 f e l l ow ship  H  
Decorate the church 

Nov 18 | 6:00pm 

 

Family Night Hosted by Deacons 

Nov 20 | 6:30pm  

 

 t ha nk s g i v i n g H  
Nov 18 | 12:30pm  

Covered Dish Lunch.  Church will 
Provide Ham and Turkey, Please 
bring a Side or Dessert. 

 

No Evening Services or  

Activities  Wed, Nov 21 

 
Church office Closed  
Thurs Nov 22 & Fri Nov 23 
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Love God.  

Love One Another.  

Love the World. 

First Baptist Church of 

Shallotte 

4486 Main Street 
Shallotte, NC  28470 

910.754.4048           fbcshallotte.org 

Office Hours: 

M-Th  9am—3pm; F 9am—1pm 
             

Sunday School                      9:45am 
Morning Worship                11:00am 
Evening Worship                  6:00pm 
Wednesday                          6:00pm 

T h an k i ng G o d  Da i l y  Pr a ye r  F o c u s  
1‐Nov  Thank God for Your Salva on  

2‐Nov  Thanks God for Today 

3‐Nov  Thank God for Your Friends 

4‐Nov  Thank God for Power Over the Enemy 

5‐Nov  Thank God for His Perfect Timing 

6‐Nov  Thank God for Your Church 

7‐Nov  Thank God for His Faithfulness 

8‐Nov  Thank God for Love 

9‐Nov  Thank God for Wisdom 

10‐Nov  Thank God for Annoyances 

11‐Nov  Thank God for Your Future 

12‐Nov  Thank God for Prayer 

13‐Nov  Thank God for His Provision 

14‐Nov  Thank God for Your Gi s 

15‐Nov  Thank God for Forgiveness 

16‐Nov  Thank God for Children 

17‐Nov  Thank God for Your True Iden ty 

18‐Nov  Thank God for the Bible 

19‐Nov  Thank God for His Peace 

20‐Nov  Thank God for Your Freedom 

21‐Nov  Thank God for Your Job 

22‐Nov  Thank God for Public Servants 

23‐Nov  Thank God for Your Life 

24‐Nov  Thank God for the Holy Spirit 

25‐Nov  Thank God for Your Family 

26‐Nov  Thank God for His Help 

27‐Nov  Thank God for Our World 

28‐Nov  Thank God for His Protec on 

29‐Nov  Thank God for Creature Comforts 

30‐Nov  Thank God for How the Story Ends 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit No. 318 
Shallotte, NC 

Pray A Prayer of Thanks to God Each Day for the Blessings In Your Life.   


