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Thanksgiving Day
Proclamation Excerpt
“The year that is drawing toward its close has been filled with the
blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which
are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from
which they come, others have been added, which are of so
extraordinary a nature that they cannot fail to penetrate and even soften
the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever-watchful providence
of Almighty God….. It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should
be solemnly, reverently, and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart
and one voice by the whole American people. I do, therefore, invite my
fellow-citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who
are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and
observe the last Thursday of November next as a Day of Thanksgiving
and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the heavens.”
-Abraham Lincoln
October 3, 1863

Church Events
 Nov 1st—3rd – Youth Fall
Retreat
 Nov 3rd – DST Ends
Turn Clocks Back One Hour
 Nov 11th – Ladies’ Ministry
Meeting
 Nov 24th – OCC Shoebox
Dedication (boxes due)
 Nov 24th – Thanksgiving
Luncheon
 Nov 24th – Decorate the
Church for Christmas
 Nov 26th – Family
Fellowship Night
 Nov 27th – No Services
 Nov 28th—29th – Church
Office Closed

What’s Going On Behind the Scenes?
Pastor Bob
Just north of our church property on main street, weeds are
growing on the site that was prepped for a rumored Steak ‘n
Shake restaurant. The lot was cleared, construction equipment
arrived, and the infrastructure was well-underway.
And then in August, it stopped. Cold. Machinery gone.
Activity evaporated. So I asked around. One person who worked
for the town speculated that they had taken a break and would be
back to finish the job. But shortly after that conversation, the
news broke that the Steak ‘n Shake Corporation had suffered
huge financial losses and was stopping construction on new
projects along with restructuring the financial status of the old
ones. Ok. Mystery solved. No money, no Steak ‘n Shake.
Now, I am glad to see some activity on our end of Shallotte
that will bring more traffic our way. And prospects still look
good for a Cook Out restaurant beside Taco Bell. But I have to
confess, I wasn’t exactly giddy about the arrival of yet another
fast-food chain (of course, if it was a Chick-fil-A—well, different
story).
But there is a lesson for us here, and it is simply this—
outward activity is not a good way to gauge the health of the
organization. Lots of outward activity doesn’t mean the main
resource is there to succeed or that everything is ok behind the
scenes. And the truly sad part is that sometimes you don’t know
what is lacking until the activity dries up.
We are an active church. No doubt about it. We do a lot
of stuff. Sometimes it is hard to find breathing room in our

schedule when yet another viable ministry opportunity pops up. We
have people, ministries, projects, and we have a solid and healthy
budget to back them up.
So looking at us from the outside, it would seem everything is ok.
But what if something is lacking that will impact us in ways we do not
anticipate? What if it is impacting us even now, but because of all the
outward activity we figure everything is okay?
What is it that happens behind the scenes at a church, and in the
lives of its members, that creates health and advances the long-term
mission of the church?
You guessed it. Prayer.
Early in Jesus’ ministry, there was a lot of activity. The crowds
were coming, and the people were enamored with all the great things
that Jesus was doing. Anyone on the outside looking in would have
assumed God was at work—and they would have been exactly right.
But few knew the reason for this power and for Jesus’ unaltering
focus on God’s work and God’s glory was due to one thing—His
prayer life. He spent more time with the Father than He did with
people in ministry.
Anyone on the outside looking in did not see that. But the
disciples did. They were with Him every day. They saw the healing
and heard His preaching and watched His compassion and love for
hurting people. They witnessed first-hand His extraordinary grasp of
God’s will and His laser-like focus on fulfilling His purpose to the
exclusion of anything else around Him. And they knew why.
They saw Him slip away and pray.
...continued on page 4

Note from Pastor
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for your recognition of Pastor
Appreciation last Sunday! We are so grateful for
the kind words, cards, and gifts. It is a pleasure and
a joy serving the Lord with you!
In His Love,
Pastor Bob and Kim Weathers
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Thanksgiving
Luncheon
You are invited to our annual Thanksgiving
Luncheon on November 24 following the morning
worship service. The church will provide the ham and
turkey. So, don’t forget your favorite side dish or
dessert to share! Bring your friends, neighbors, family,
and kids—all are welcome to attend.

Fifteen Years Ago This Month
A GLIMPSE BACK AT WHAT WAS HAPPENING THIS MONTH FIFTEEN YEARS AGO.
HONORING OUR FIFTEEN YEAR ANNIVERSARY IN THIS BUILDING.






George W. Bush defeats John Kerry to win a second term as President
Eleven American states ban gay marriage.
Jeopardy champion Ken Jennings finally loses. He finishes with the largest game show winnings of
all time of $2,520,700.
Kmart Corp. announces it is buying Sears, Roebuck and Co. for $11 billion USD and naming the
newly merged company Sears Holdings Corporation.

 More than 10,000 U.S. troops and a small number of Iraqi army units participate in a siege
on the insurgent stronghold of Fallujah.
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of God every day in prayer and Bible study. If Jesus needed to do
that, how much more should we!

What’s Going On Behind the Scenes?
continued from page 2

 Join us Sunday mornings at 9:30 AM in room 112 for our
deacon-led prayer time. Your deacons are doing this for you! We
need to start Sundays in prayer together—praying for the Sunday
School classes, the worship, and for your personal needs.

So when they had the opportunity to ask Him for one lesson,
what did they ask? “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1-4).
And when Jesus had risen from the dead, taught His disciples
for forty days, and then ascended to be with His Father, the earliest
disciples were tasked with waiting for the Holy Spirit to arrive and
the era of the Christian Church to begin. So, in the meantime, what
did they do?

 Participate at other times when we pray together as a
church. For instance, each Sunday night we pray together, and we
often gather for “House of Prayer,” just as we did on October 27.
 Bathe your meetings, ministries, and gatherings in prayer.
Leaders especially should remember to always seek God before
making decisions with your committees or teams.

They prayed (Acts 1:14).
And in every letter of the apostle Paul, when he advances the
cause of Christ, offers blessing and encouragement to young

They all were continually united in prayer,
along with the women, including Mary the
mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
Acts 1:14

Christians, instructs believers on participating in the power of
God, or requests help and support from His friends, what is his
focus? Yep. It’s prayer.

 Maybe there is a lot going on at FBCS, and that’s
awesome! But if the main thing is not happening behind the
scenes, it will show.

The point, of course, is that people on the outside looking in
may not see us pray. They may not know the strength of your
own prayer life. But they see the long-term results.

Maybe not today, and maybe not tomorrow. But if God’s
people at FBCS are not active in prayer, if their visible activity is
not bolstered by an unseen prayer life, eventually the activity will
dry up, and weeds will move in, and we will be a story someone
tells about a church that once was great.

In the last ten years at each Church Family Chat someone
has asked that we “pray more as a church” (I know this because I
have notes from every CFC we have ever had). Or that we need
more prayer. Or something like that. I’m not kidding. Every
single time.
We teach it, and we talk about it, and we say we want it. So,
let’s do it.

 Strengthen your personal prayer time. Tap into the power
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So let’s do what we all know we need to do.
Let’s pray.
With Love in Christ,
Pastor Bob

Visit Pastor Bob’s Blog:
BOBWEATHERS.NET

Thanksgiving Luncheon

Monthly Ministry Info
children
H

Fun Day Wednesday
Wednesdays | 5:30pm
Quest First Kids Ministry
Wednesdays | 6:15pm
First Kids Choir
Sundays | 6pm
Practicing Christmas Program
Dec 8 | 11am

fusion
H

Fun Day Wednesday
Wednesdays | 5:30pm
Bible Study
Wednesdays | 6:30pm
Small Groups
Sundays | 5:30pm
FBCS

youth
H
Fun Day Wednesday
Wednesdays | 5:30pm
Bible Study
Wednesdays | 6:30
Small Groups
Sundays | 5:30pm
Rodney & Jennifer Brown’s Home
885 Village Point Road, Shallotte
Strength to Stand Youth Conference
Jan 17-20, 2020
Pigeon Forge, TN
$50 Non Refundable Deposit Due Now

prayer
H

Deacon Led Prayer
Sundays | 9:30am

missions
H

Operation Christmas Child
Shoebox Ministry Dedication
All Boxes Due
Nov 24 | 11am

ladies
H

Ministry Meeting
Nov 11 | 6:30pm
Dance for Joy
Tuesdays | 6:30pm

men
H

Men’s Bible Study
Wednesdays | 6:30am

message
H

Continuing Series: “Blessed are the
Peacemakers: Resolving Conflict in
Personal Relationships”

thanksgiving
H
Fellowship lunch
Nov 24 | 12:30 pm

Decorate the Church
Nov 24 | 6pm
Family Fellowship Night
Nov 26 | 6pm

How to Pack a Shoebox

H

for Operation Christmas Child

1. Find a Shoebox
Start with an average-size cardboard
or plastic shoebox. If you want to
wrap it, cover the box and
lid separately.
2. Girl or Boy?
Decide whether you will pack a box
for a girl or a boy, and the age category: 2–4, 5–9, or 10–14.
3. Fill with Gifts
Select a medium to large “wow” item
such as a soccer ball with pump or
stuffed animal, then fill with other
fun toys, hygiene items, and
school supplies.
4. Pray
Most importantly, pray for the child
who will receive your gift. You can
also include a personal note
and photo.
5. Box Labels
Complete your box label and attach
to outside of your box. Remember to
include your $9 donation for cover
postage inside your box.
6. Deliver Your Box
Drop of your box at the church before November 24. We will have a
time of prayer and dedication over the
boxes.

No Services Nov 27
Office Closed
Nov 28 & 29
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Love God.
Love One Another.
Love the World.

First Baptist Church of
Shallotte
4486 Main Street
Shallotte, NC 28470
910.754.4048

fbcshallotte.org

Office Hours:
M-Th 9am—3pm; F 9am—1pm
Sunday School
Morning Worship
Evening Worship
Wednesday

9:45am
11:00am
6:00pm
6:00pm

365 Days of Scriptures Revealing God’s Promises
Nov-01 PROMISE #305 I am tenderhearted towards all that I have

made. Psalm 145:9
Nov-02 PROMISE #306 My love stretches to the heavens and My
faithfulness extends above the clouds. Psalm 36:5
Nov-03 PROMISE #307 I have chosen you to be My own precious
possession. Deuteronomy 7:6
Nov-04 PROMISE #308 I know everything about you and am
mindful of all your ways. Psalm 139:1-3
Nov-05 PROMISE #309 The Spirit of life in Christ has set you free
from sin and death. Romans 8:2
Nov-06 PROMISE #310 Jesus bore your sins on the cross so you
would be healed. 1 Peter 2:24
Nov-07 PROMISE #311 Draw near to Me and I will cleanse you
from an evil conscience. Hebrews 10:22
Nov-08 PROMISE #312 My love is pa ent and kind, and does not
keep track of wrongs. 1 Corinthians 13:4-5
Nov-09 PROMISE #313 I am your light and your salva on, the
strength of your life. Psalm 27:1
Nov-10 PROMISE #314 I have given you the Spirit of adop on so
you can call Me Father. Romans 8:15
Nov-11 PROMISE #315 Come boldly to My throne when you need
to find mercy and grace. Hebrews 4:16
Nov-12 PROMISE #316 Taste and you will see that I am a good
God. Psalm 34:8
Nov-13 PROMISE #317 I wait for opportuni es to show you My
compassion. Isaiah 30:18
Nov-14 PROMISE #318 I will shower My Spirit and My blessings on
your oﬀspring. Isaiah 44:3
Nov-15 PROMISE #319 I will comfort you with My everlas ng
encouragement. 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17

Nov-16 PROMISE #320 Delight in Me and I will give you the
longings of your heart. Psalm 37:4

Nov-17 PROMISE #321 Just ask and you will receive. Ma hew 7:7
Nov-18 PROMISE #322 I look throughout the earth to strengthen
those who belong to me. 2 Chronicles 16:9

Nov-19 PROMISE #323 I will be your safe place in diﬃcult mes.

Nahum 1:7
Nov-20 PROMISE #324 I will give you power over the enemy and
nothing will hurt you. Luke 10:19
Nov-21 PROMISE #325 If you love Me with all your heart, I will
provide all you need. Deuteronomy 11:13-14
Nov-22 PROMISE #326 My children will overcome the world
through their faith. 1 John 5:4
Nov-23 PROMISE #327 I will root your heart in the depths of My
love. Ephesians 3:17
Nov-24 PROMISE #328 I will come to you as certainly as the sun
rises and spring rains fall. Hosea 6:3
Nov-25 PROMISE #329 I will bless the poor in spirit with My
kingdom. Ma hew 5:3
Nov-26 PROMISE #330 I will give you beauty to replace your
ashes. Isaiah 61:3
Nov-27 PROMISE #331 I will be your light and you shall reign with
Me forever. Revela on 22:5
Nov-28 PROMISE #332 The eternal glory that is in store for you far
surpasses your present troubles. 2 Corinthians 4:17
Nov-29 PROMISE #333 An everlas ng city awaits you, for I am not
ashamed to be called your God. Hebrews 11:16
Nov-30 PROMISE #334 Every word of every promise that I have
made will come to pass. 1 Kings 8:56

