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Church Events
The 2021 Challenges Continue! Next
Up: “The 21 Days, 21 Ways to Pray
Challenge”
Our next challenge begins February 1: “The 21 Days, 21 Ways to Pray
Challenge.” We’ve created 21 suggested areas to focus your prayers with
companion scriptures that you can use in your quiet time each day from
February 1 to February 21. If we do this together, we can know that we are
all focused on the same prayers and reading the same scriptures on each of
these 21 days! It is also a great way to jumpstart your quiet time and Bible
study if you need to! You can find these prayers and scriptures on pages 34 of this newsletter and on our website at fbcshallotte.org/commitment.
Remember, you can commit to all, some, or none of these challenges! We
just want to help you grow in the Lord at the start of 2021!

Make Your Commitments at
fbcshallotte.org/commitment

•

Feb 14th at 9:30am
First Kids Up Worship
Experience

•

Sundays
Small Group Bible
Studies Online Only
fbcshallotte.org/small-groups

•

Sundays at 11:00am
Worship Service
In Person and Online

•

Wednesdays at 6:00pm
Fusion and Youth Meet
in Family Life Center
In Person Only

•

Mar 10th at 12pm
Wednesday Reset:
Noon Bible Study w/
Pastor Bob Starts
In Person and Online

Jesus, the Centurion,
and A Lesson in
God’s Love
Lately I’ve been digging into the Gospel of Luke again in
my personal Bible study, and I am slowly, methodically,
once again enamored with the sheer love and power of
Jesus. And I am once again humbled, and even embarrassed, by just how differently our Lord sees us than we
see ourselves.
Return with me to one story, one that you might, at first,
think is familiar. Usually we see it as a miracle story. Partly, it is. But the miracle is designed to teach us a lesson,
unpack a reminder, about the love and grace of God. It
teaches us something about the way God values us, how
He sees us, and the unpleasant truth that the way we assign
value to each other often differs significantly from the way
God values us. Mathew and Luke report this story, but
Luke gives the longer, more detailed version (7:1-10), so
we’ll focus there.

that the centurion is “worthy” of Jesus’ attention “because he
loves our nation and has built us a synagogue.” Here the idea
behind “worthy” expresses value that they assigned to the man,
like saying he “deserved” special treatment. To them, the centurion is valuable because he is useful. To the elders, the centurion’s
only real value is what they can get from him.
Without comment, Jesus follows the Jewish elders toward the
home of the centurion. He plans to do as the centurion asks. But
then the story reports a twist. The centurion sends friends to intercept Jesus and stop him and, on his behalf, they say to Jesus, “I
am not worthy to have you come under my roof. That is why I
didn’t even consider myself worthy to come to you” (7:7).

Jesus and the apostles had just come back to the town of
Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee. Hearing Jesus had arrived, a centurion enlisted “Jewish elders” to get a message
to Jesus. The centurion had a “highly valued” servant who
was sick and at the point of death. Matthew says the servant was “paralyzed, in terrible agony” (Matt. 8:6). So the
centurion sends his Jewish friends to implore Jesus to come
and heal his servant.

And here, two more times, we see that word, “worthy.” When the
centurion says, “I am not worthy to have you come under my
roof,” the Greek term means “qualified or sufficient.” That is, the
centurion, a respected military officer, who pleads for the life of
his servant, sees himself as too faulty and underserving for Jesus
to enter his home. He knows that no collection of military medals
or rank will qualify him to host Jesus. And then he says, “That is
why I did not consider myself worthy to come to you.” Here he
uses the same term that the Jewish elders used. Even though they
said he deserved Jesus’ attention, he disagreed. He knew he could
not buy favor with Jesus, or deserve his attention, just because he
had built some stuff in Galilee.

A centurion, you might recall, was a Roman officer tasked
with overseeing 100 men. They were often wealthy and
influential. But the centurion was also a Gentile, and the
Jews usually snubbed Gentiles. So why were these Jewish
elders willing to fetch Jesus for him?
Luke says, “When they reached Jesus, they pleaded with
him earnestly, saying, ‘He is worthy for you to grant this,
because he loves our nation and has built us a synagogue’” (7:4-5). So, there it is. He is “worthy.” He deserves a miracle. And not because of who he is, but because of what he has done. The Jewish leaders valued the
centurion for what he could do for them.

And then the centurion goes farther. Jesus doesn’t even need to
show up to heal the servant. “But say the word, and my servant
will be healed. For I too am a man placed under authority, having
soldiers under my command. I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes;
and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do
this,’ and he does it’.”

Now, you’ll notice that twice already the idea of value, or
of worth, has popped up. In the first instance, we’re told
that the servant is “highly valued” by the centurion. The
Greek term used there for “highly valued” means that the
centurion had great respect for his servant, that the servant
was “honored” or “highly regarded.” It doesn’t mean that
he valued the servant for his work, but for who he was.
Over time, he had come to care for this servant.

Jesus is delighted! “Jesus heard this and was amazed at him, and
turning to the crowd following him, he said, ‘I tell you, I have not
found so great a faith even in Israel’” (7:9).
continued on page 3….

Visit Pastor Bob’s Blog:
BOBWEATHERS.NET

Then, second, the Jewish elders come along and announce
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21 Days, 21 Ways to Pray Challenge
For February 1-February 22, join us in praying 21 prayers in these 21 days, so we will be in agreement, asking God to bless, heal, help, and fulfill His will. Use these prayers and scriptures to guide you. You can add it
to your quiet time, pray in your lunch time, or read the verses and pray as a family at dinner time.

Feb 1
Pray for our nation, for our President
and Vice-President, that God would
bring healing and peace to our nation.
“If … my people, who bear my name,
humble themselves, pray and seek my
face, and turn from their evil ways, then
I will hear from heaven, forgive their
sin, and heal their land” (2 Chron. 2:1314). Also, Hosea 4:6, Rev. 22:2, Ps.
33:12.

Feb 2
Pray for you and your family, to begin
the year to be free from fear and to trust
the Lord. Ask God for Confidence,
faith, trust in Him. “Be strong and courageous; don’t be terrified or afraid of
them. For the Lord your God is the one
who will go with you; he will not leave
you or abandon you” (Deut. 31:6). Also
2 Tim. 1:7, Phil 4:6.

Feb 3
Pray for teachers and students and administrators. Pray that God would give
them wisdom, compassion, patience,
diligence. Rejoice in hope; be patient in
affliction; be persistent in prayer” (Rom. 12:12). Also Eph. 4:2, Gal.
6:9.

Feb 4
Pray for the economy, jobs, and family
finances. That God would provide.
“And my God will supply all your

the

needs according to his riches in glory in
Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). Also Ps.
37:25, Matt. 6:33.

Feb 5
Pray that God would strengthen your
heart and help you and people in our
community not to feel isolated and
alone, that God would keep us from
slipping into depression, and that Satan
could not steal our joy in Christ. “Put on
the full armor of God so that you can
stand against the schemes of the devil” (Eph. 6:11). Also James 4:7, 1 Peter
5:8.

Feb 6
Pray for shut-ins, widows, the disabled,
and others who live alone or are need.
Pray for the most vulnerable to the virus
to be protected. “Do not fear, for I am
with you; do not be afraid, for I am your
God. I will strengthen you; I will help
you; I will hold on to you with my
righteous right hand” (Is. 41:10). Also
Prov. 18:10, Ps. 34:18.

Feb 7
Pray for pastors who are faithfully
preaching the gospel and leading their
churches during the pandemic. “I will
give you shepherds who are loyal to me,
and they will shepherd you with
knowledge and skill” (Jer. 3:15). Also,
James 3:1, Acts 20:28, 2 Tim. 4:1-4.
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Feb 8
Pray for law enforcement to be safe and
to be honored by the people they serve.
“If I walk into the thick of danger, you
will preserve my life from the anger of
my enemies. You will extend your hand;
your right hand will save me,” (Ps.
138:7). Also, Ps. 82:3-4, Prov. 28:1, John
15:13.

Feb 9
Pray for health care workers. Pray for
their courage, safety, insight, and skill
while they battle the Covid-19 crisis and
treat sicknesses of other kinds. “Now we
who are strong have an obligation to bear
the weaknesses of those without strength,
and not to please ourselves” (Rm. 15:1).
Also Matt 5:4, 25:44.

Feb 10
Pray that God would take away your
worry. Let Him guide you in your decisions and take away your burdens. He is
with you wherever you are and whatever
you are going through! “Cast your burden on the Lord, and he will sustain you;
he will never allow the righteous to be
shaken” (Ps. 55:22). Also Deut. 31:8,
John 14:1.

Feb 11
Pray for opportunities for ministry in our
communities and to have Gospel Conversations. Pray that we will be committed
to being the church in the world. “Devote

21 Days, 21 Ways to Pray Challenge
For February 1-February 22, join us in praying 21 prayers in these 21 days, so we will be in agreement, asking God to bless, heal, help, and fulfill His will. Use these prayers and scriptures to guide you. You can add it
to your quiet time, pray in your lunch time, or read the verses and pray as a family at dinner time.

yourselves to prayer; stay alert in it with
thanksgiving. 3 At the same time, pray
also for us that God may open a door to
us for the word, to speak the mystery of
Christ, for which I am in chains” (Col.
4:2-3). Acts 2:42, Col. 3:15.

Feb 12
Pray for those who have lost loved ones
in 2020 and already in 2021. “Blessed
are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted” (Matt. 5:4). Also Ps. 34:18,
23:4, 2 Cor. 1:3-4.

Feb 13
Pray for the homeless. That they would
get the help and shelter they need during this pandemic. “The one who oppresses the poor person insults his Maker, but one who is kind to the needy
honors him” (Prov. 14:31). Also Matt.
8:20, Ps. 82:3.

Feb 14
Pray that Christians will seek the lost
and the gospel will go forth. Pray that
people would know what true love is by
giving their lives to Christ. “We are
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as
though God were making his appeal
through us. We implore you on Christ’s
behalf: Be reconciled to God” (2 Cor.
5:20). Also, Matt. 28:19-20, Rom. 1:16,
John 3:16.

Feb 15

the

Pray that God would give you freedom
from fear and anxiety, stress and worry.
“Come to me, all you who are weary
and burdened, and I will give you
rest” (Matt. 11:28). Also, 2 Tim. 1:7,
Phil. 4:6, 1 Peter 5:7.

Feb 16
Pray for the children who’s lives have
been changed during the pandemic.
They don’t understand why they cannot
see friends or go to church. “All your
children will be taught by the Lord, and
great will be their peace” (Is. 54:13).
Also, Matt. 19:14, Deut. 6:7, Ps. 91:1-2.

Feb 17
Pray for hope for the hopeless and the
hurting. Pray for the homeless and the
lonely. “The righteous cry out, and the
Lord hears, and rescues them from all
their troubles” (Ps. 34:17). Also, Rom.
12:12, Is. 41:10, Ps. 39:7

Feb 18
Pray that Christians would show good
judgment, love, and respect on social
media. “Remind them of these things
and charge them before God not to fight
about words. This is useless and leads to
the ruin of those who listen,” (2 Tim.
2:14). Also, Prov. 15:1, James 1:19,
Matt. 7:3.
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Feb 19
Pray for First Baptist Church of Shallotte, or your home church, that we
would be faithful to God as we navigate
into the future shaped by the Covid-19
crisis. “But the wisdom from above is
first pure, then peace-loving, gentle,
compliant, full of mercy and good fruits,
unwavering, without pretense” (James
3:17). Also, Ps. 25:4-5, Heb. 10:24-25.

Feb 20
Pray for each person who hears the gospel this weekend to receive Christ. Pray
for pastors to share God’s word online
faithfully. For salvation, restoration, and
faithful preaching. 1 Tim. 4:13, 2 Peter
3:9, Rom. 10:13

Feb 21
Pray for faithfulness to the Lord no matter what comes your way in 2021.
“Above all, fear the Lord and worship
him faithfully with all your heart; consider the great things he has done for
you” (1 Sam. 12:24). Also, Deut. 6:5,
Prov. 28:20, 1 Cor. 1:9.

….continued from page 2

Don’t misunderstand. My own
efforts are not worthy of God’s
acceptance (Phil. 3:7-9). But
God distinguishes who I am
from what I do, and when I
come to Him in Christ, He accepts me.

Jesus, the Centurion, and A Lesson in God’s Love
See, as a military officer, the
soldier grasped something that
the Jewish elders and the people
of Israel had not yet grasped. He
understood authority. Jesus commanded authority over creation,
so if He told the sickness to be
healed or depart, it would have
no choice but to do just that.
True faith doesn’t seek to gain
worth or value through religious
practice or currying favor with
those in power. True faith is faith
in the Person of Christ, the Lordship of the Master. The centurion
understood – Jesus has the authority over all things, and when
we trust Him, He exercises that
authority on our behalf.
And that’s exactly what Jesus
did. “When those who had been

sent returned to the house, they
found the servant in good
health” (7:10).
I don’t know about you, but at
the start of 2021, I like to remember this one thing. The
world looks at me and says I am
only valuable if I produce, if I
perform, if I am useful. But God
says just the opposite. He calls
me worthy! He says I have value! I get to be in His presence,
to know Him, to love Him and
to be loved by Him. Not because
I earned it, but because He gave
it to me in Jesus Christ!

Both secular people and religious people assign value based
on productivity, and legalistic
religions mostly teach that God
does the same thing. But that’s
not what Jesus teaches. So, remember this in 2021--God loves
you just because He loves you.
With Love in Christ,
Pastor Bob

But everything that was a
gain to me, I have considered
to be a loss because of
Christ. 8 More than that, I also
consider everything to be a
loss in view of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus
my Lord. Because of him I
have suffered the loss of all
things and consider them as
dung, so that I may gain
Christ 9 and be found in him,
not having a righteousness of
my own from the law, but one
that is through faith in Christ
[a]—the righteousness from
God based on faith.

Church Family Chat

Get Ready for the Return of the First
Kids Up Worship Experience!

Each monthly service will
now center around a kidfriendly theme. In February,
it will be “God Loves You!”
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Why? Because He made me. I
do not need to prove myself to
Him for Him to love me. He
loves me because I am His.

Parents & Kids:
On February 14, at 9:30, our
First Kids Up Worship Experience will return restyled
with new fun worship for the
kids!

Philippians 3:7-9

Don’t miss our next Church Family Chat on
March 7th at 6pm. Participate either in person or
online. Visit fbcshallotte.org/church-chat to sign
up for online access. No rsvp needed for in person attendance.

We’ll have kid-friendly worship songs, videos, and,
along with Ms. Jane’s Ministry Moment, a skit that reinforces the lesson for the kids!
So put it on your calendar,
RSVP at our web site, and
we’ll see you at our February
14th First Kids Up Worship
Experience!

Let Pastor Bob know what you would like to
discuss by texting your idea, question or concern
to 910.400.1072 or on the website.
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Office Hours:
M-Th 9am—3pm
Closed Friday
Sunday School—Online
Worship—11:00am

52 Bible Verses to Memorize Weekly
These scriptures are powerful, inspiring, yet short, easy and simple verses for everyone.
Take time each week to focus on memorizing the weekly verse.
Week 6 – “And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men.”
- Colossians 3:23, NKJV
Week 7 – “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” – Luke 12:34, KJV
Week 8 – “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” – Philippians 4:13, NKJV
Week 9 – “My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:19, KJV

