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Monthly Ministry Info
men
H

Ministry Meeting
Meal Provided
Guest Speaker

Michael Norton
Nov 8 | 6:30pm

ladies
H

Ministry Meeting
Meal Provided
Nov14 | 6:30pm

Weekly Bible Study

Wed
reset
H

hanging of
the greens.

Wednesdays | 12pm

toy store golf
tournament
H
Nov 5 | 8AM Registration
Sea Trail Golf Course

Nov 13 | 4:30-7pm

Let Pastor Bob Know if you

text at 216-375-0976.

operation
Christmas
child
H

H

Boxes Due/Dedication

Nov 13 | 11am

fbcshallotte.org/occ

Fall Retreat Ft Caswell

Momentum Ft Caswell

Contact Dori Pihoker

@gmail.com or

youth
H

available in both lobbies

Restaurant
fwpihoker

Nov 27 | 6pm

Nov 11-13

Registration forms

baptism
H
Nov 13 | 11am

Tuesdays at 10am
Homestyle Foods

H

want to be Baptized

thanksgiving

H

-24

Office Closed | Nov 23

choir
H

–Tony Evans

Christmas Cantata Practice

Sundays | 4pm

“God says to give thanks in
everything. That doesn’t
mean you need to give
thanks FOR everything. You
don’t need to give thanks
FOR that bad day. Or FOR
that bad rela onship. Or being passed over at work. Financial hardship. Whatever it
is – you are not to give
thanks FOR the diﬃcul es,
but rather IN the diﬃcul es.
That is a very important disnc on, and one I think we
o(en miss. Giving thanks IN
everything shows a heart of
faith that God is bigger than
the diﬃcul es and that He
can use them, if you approach Him with the right
heart and spirit, for your
good and His glory.”

Get it in the
church library

Overcoming Apathy
Passionate for Christ

and Choosing to Be

Apathy sneaks up on us. It results from eroding
passion, leaking purpose, and forgo.en priori es.
But how does that happen? How is it that the same
things that at one me captured our imagina on or
ignited our passion now barely get a nod or a
no ce? How can we become indiﬀerent to things
that we once cared about so much?
Apathy creeps in
Apathy slips in over me. It’s never sudden. And it
happens in a few ways. For instance, we are
desensi zed through over-exposure. The culture
counts on that. That’s why you are told constantly
that marriage can be redeﬁned or that gender is
ﬂuid. A(er a while you get red of ﬁgh ng, weary
from the ba.le, and you just give up.

We need to face up to an unse.ling reality. If you are not
engaging in the life of the church or growing in Christ the
way that you once did, here’s the ques on—are you
apathe c or indiﬀerent to the spiritual habits that you
once held dear? Has apathy crept in and pushed out your
priori es and ex nguished your passion for Christ and the
church?

In a similar way, you can become apathe c when
you are pounded with someone else’s opinion but
you have already made up your mind. A poli cal
cycle is a good example. We can easily become
apathe c to poli cs when we are daily pummeled
with poli cal ads.

For instance, if prior to the pandemic you would have
joined us for Sunday night events, such as our House of
Prayer, Church Family Chat, or Budget Discussion we had
in October, but now you don’t, why not?

And another cause of apathy is a lack of success
despite our best eﬀorts. This version is painful.
Dreams evaporate and goals we pursued stayed out
of reach. So our passion fades un l we just don’t
care anymore.

And if you regularly a.ended worship in person or
par cipated in the choir prior to the pandemic, but now
you would rather stay home or recreate, what changed?
Have you become indiﬀerent to those spiritual habits that
fuel your par cipa on in the body of Christ?

See, it’s the slow nature of apathy that makes it so
insidious. We may not even realize that the same
things that at one me ignited a ﬁre in us now
barely strike a spark. And then one day, we have
dri(ed, indiﬀerent to the things that truly ma.er.
And worse, we replace those things with lesser plans
and diminished purposes, and we end up missing
what ma.ers most.

Or maybe prior to the pandemic you would have signed
up to serve, but now you are more content to consume.
What happened?
It might be that you s ll have health concerns. And it
could be that you are in a new and diﬀerent season of life
which has changed your rou nes. No problem. That’s not
the same thing as apathy. But if before the pandemic you
were ac vely engaged in the body of Christ and now you
simply choose not to be, it’s a good me to ask—have
you become apathe c to Christ and the church?

And that’s why apathy among Chris ans is so
dangerous for the church.
Post-pandemic signs of apathy

And remember, apathy is not neutral. It impacts your life
in nega ve ways, inﬂuences people around you, and even
aligns you with those who sow discontent and
destruc on. “The one who is lazy in his work is brother to
a vandal” (Prov. 18:9). Ouch.

When the pandemic was at its height our energy
was focused on the struggle. We had to adjust our
behavior and form some new habits. And we
thought those habits would be temporary, and
mostly they were. But now many of those pandemic
behaviors have become ingrained.

continued on page 3…...
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Visit Pastor Bob’s Blog:
BOBWEATHERS.NET

…...continued from page 2

in Christ and the church,
something else will take its
place. We always choose
where we apply our passion
and our energy.

Overcoming Apathy and Choosing to Be
Passionate for Christ
Overcoming apathy

well, you get the idea.

But here’s the good news.
Though apathy isn’t
inten onal, you can
inten onally overcome
apathy and reignite your
passion for God’s purposes
and His church.

“For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be
also” (Ma.. 6:21). “I pursue
as my goal the prize
promised by God’s heavenly
call in Christ Jesus” (Phil.
3:14).

Here are two ways to do
that:

So to replace apathy with
renewed passion for the
church and for God’s
purposes, choose to restore
your fellowship and
rela onship with Him.

•

Strengthen your
fellowship with God.

God shapes our passions and
our purposes to align with
His (Rom. 12:1-2). So, if you
are apathe c about the
things of God, there’s a good
chance your fellowship with
Him is the problem. The
closer you are to Him, the
more your passion and
purposes align with His. The
farther you are from Him—

•

We tend to think that having
a passion for something
relates to how we feel. But
the Bible teaches that we
can choose to be passionate
about Christ and the church.
Some mes passion follows
our priori es.
So, if you have a passion
problem, reset your
priori es. Choose what
ma.ers most. Your heart
will follow.

Choose ac ons that will
replace apathy with
renewed passion.

“Do not lack diligence in
zeal; be fervent in the Spirit;
serve the Lord” (Rom.
12:11). “So it is sin to know
the good and yet not do
it” (James 4:17).

The key is to remember that
we choose the focus of our
a.en on, so we choose
what we are passionate
about. When we do not
choose to invest our passion

prayer, study, worship, and
fellowship with Chris ans
who are passionate about
Christ and the church. Just
like apathy tends to be
contagious, so does passion.
God judges our passion for
Him and His work. Let’s
make sure He is honored by
our love for Christ. And if
each of us stokes our ﬁre
for Christ, it will show in the
way we serve Him as a
church.
“I know your works, that
you are neither cold nor
hot. I wish that you were
cold or hot. So, because you
are lukewarm, and neither
hot nor cold, I am going to
vomit you out of my
mouth” (Rev. 3:15-16).
With Love in Christ,
Pastor Bob

Also remember to fuel your
passion with scripture,

New to Our Family

Huisuk Mathis
Joined Oct 9

Dani Richardson
Joined Sep 11

Chelsea Mathis
Joined Oct 9

Linda Shreet
Joined Oct 2
3

Justin & Ashley White
Joined Aug 21

David & Elaine Van Dyke
Joined Sep 4
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Office Hours:
M-Th 9am—3pm
Closed Friday
Sunday School—9:45am
Worship—11:00am

52 Week Bible Reading Plan
Gospels
Week Saturday
45  Acts 13-14

Epistles

The Law

History

Psalms

Poetry

Prophecy

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

 1Pet 1-3

 Deut 10-12

 2Chr 33-36

 Ps 128-130

 Eccl 5-6

 Haggai

46

 Acts 15-16

 1Pet 4-5

 Deut 13-15

 Ezra 1-5

 Ps 131-133

 Eccl 7-8

 Zechariah 1-7

47

 Acts 17-18

 2Pet

 Deut 16-19

 Ezra 6-10

 Ps 134-136

 Eccl 9-10

 Zechariah 8-14

48

 Acts 19-20

 1John 1-3

 Deut 20-22

 Neh 1-4

 Ps 137-139

 Eccl 11-12

 Malachi

