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In John chapter 8, Jesus told His disciples, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 
follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life (John 8:12). 
Throughout the Bible, many verses reaffirm this truth. 

He brought the light of truth to the world and overcame the darkness of sin and death through His death on the cross. Jesus 

Christ is the light that shines through the darkness of our world, showing us the right way to go and how to overcome the dark-

ness of temptation and sin. 

Christmas is made even more wonderful when we remember that Jesus Christ’s birth is the reason we celebrate Christmas. He 

is the Light of the world, and when we celebrate His birth we celebrate His great gift to us of overcoming death and sin. He is 

the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world, and the Light of the world whose birth we commemorate and celebrate always, but 

especially at the most wonderful time of the year.   

Visit FBCS.INFO to learn about how Jesus continually brings light to our dark and sinful world by pulling on the heart strings 

of sinners to come to Him.   Start this Christmas season by giving your life and love to Him! 
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Sunday, December 11  
  11am-“Always a King” Presented by Celebration Choir 
                Pastor Michael & Family  Farewell Celebration 

                     Potluck Lunch Following Worship to Honor the Family 

                     Bring Your Favorite Side Dish or Dessert.  Giving station 

                     will be available to leave your cards, gift cards, donations,  
                     etc. 

    6pm-Christmas in Song 

                   This evening of all Christmas music presented by our 
                   Praise  Team and special guests has become an annual 
                   event we all anticipate each Christmas! Don’t miss it! 

Sunday, December 4  
   11am-First Kids Christmas Music, Parent/Child Dedication   
                Parents sign up at fbcshallotte.org/dedication    

                      Brunswick Baptist Association Toy Store Love Offering    

                    We will be receiving our annual offering to benefit the Brunswick Baptist Association Toy Store    
                    which helps Brunswick County families in need provide Christmas for their children. Ask  
                    God’s guidance on  what He wants you to give!   Give online at fbcshallotte.org/give. 

Sunday, December 18 

 11am-Celebrate the Lord’s Supper 

   6pm-FBCS hosts the premiere of the “The Reason” 

      A film by Top 5 Media that features choirs and music from Brunswick County churches,  
                   including our own Celebration Choir! 

Saturday, December 24 5:30pm-Carols, Candlelight, and Communion 

Sunday, December 25 10:30am-Worship Service.  No Sunday School. 

Monday, December 12 

6:30pm-Ladies’ Ministry Meeting 

Tuesday, December 13 

5-8:30pm-Mens’ Ministry Oyster  Roast at FBCS 
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Changes & 
Transitions 

On the morning of November 13, following the 
worship service, I shared with you that God has 
called Michael and his family to another assignment 
in ministry. I read his letter on his behalf since he 
was involved in ministry with the youth at their Fall 
Retreat at Caswell. 

To ensure we are all aware of Mike’s statement in 
full:  

“Dear Pastor Bob, FBCS Staff, Personnel 
Committee, & FBCS Church Family, 
I am resigning as the Youth & Family Life Pastor at 
FBCS effective today, Sunday, November 13, 2022.  
I want to thank Pastor Bob for his incredible kindness 
& love he has shown my family & I. We have absolutely 
loved our work environment at FBCS & the church 
family. FBCS will always have a special place in our 
heart & my family will cherish all of our memories. God 
has graciously opened a new door for my family & I to 
serve Him as I will be the next Senior Pastor at 
River of Life Baptist Church in Sunset Beach, NC. 
God has placed a desire in my heart since I completed 
my MDiv to preach & teach His word & He has 
opened this new door at this time. We will sincerely miss 
all of our friends who have become family at FBCS. 
My wife, kids, & I would like to thank Pastor Bob, 
the church staff, our church family here at FBCS, & 
the youth for helping us have a blessed ten plus years of 
service! My last official day at FBCS will be 
Sunday, December 11, 2022, fulfilling the four weeks’ 
notice for requirement. Please know that I will be 
available after that date as well for any questions that 
might arise to offer any assistance during your transition 
as it is needed. My family & I will continue to pray for 
FBCS & we pray that you will keep my family & I, 
& River of Life Baptist Church in your prayers as we 
all continue to serve our Lord & Savior together in 
Brunswick County, NC!” 

I have known Mike and his family since 2006, when 
he, Heather, and the kids first arrived from Florida 
and joined FBCS. They served faithfully as 
members, then moved on to other places of ministry 
that God had planned for them. But eventually, God 
brought them full circle when Mike joined our staff 
eleven years ago as part-time youth pastor, and then 
full-time ten years ago. It is amazing how God 
works! 

And now it is time for their next transition. We will 
miss his ministry here at the FBCS family. And we 
will miss Heather and the kids! But we also celebrate 
with him and his family the new and exciting 
opportunity that God has opened for them at River of 
Life Baptist Church!  

So what comes next for us?  

In the coming weeks, Michael and I, along with the 

staff and key leaders, will be preparing for his transition 
out of his ministry role at FBCS. Simultaneously, he will 
be preparing his entry into the role of Senior Pastor at 
River of Life BC. These next few weeks will be taxing for 
Mike, so please be in prayer for him, Heather, and the 
kids. 

Then, as Mike moves on to his new assignment, I will be 
asking leaders to step up and engage at every level of 
ministry. With Mike’s departure, for the first time in ten 
years we will not have an Associate Pastor! So, I will be 
relying on you more than ever!  

Also, please be patient, practical, and prayerful. Be patient 
with me and the Deacons as we seek to meet the pastoral 
needs of our growing and thriving congregation. Be 
practical, undertaking and meeting ministry needs when 
you have the opportunity. For instance, in your Sunday 
School classes you can take the lead in meeting ministry 
needs. And then, of course, pray for all of us as we 
navigate this season and prepare for the road ahead. 

Any time God makes changes, we need to reflect on what 
He wants us to do. I take nothing for granted. So be in 
prayer as we make decisions about staffing the ministry 
needs of our church. This close to Christmas and the end 
of the year, we will not begin the process of hiring a new 
Associate Pastor, but in the new year we will determine 
our needs and move forward with that process. God 
already knows who He wants serving alongside you at 
FBCS! 

Changes and transitions show the work of God to bring 
about His will. May we all be faithful to Him! 

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, 
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and 
a hope” (Jer. 29:11). 

“There is a season for everything, and a time for every 
matter under heaven” (Eccl. 3:1). 

With love in Christ, 

Pastor Bob  

Visit Pastor Bob’s Blog:   
BBBB OOOO BBBB WWWW EEEE AAAA TTTT HHHH EEEE RRRR SSSS .... NNNN EEEE TTTT     
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From Pastor Bob and Kim,  
Merry Christmas! We pray the Lord blesses 
you and your family in this Christmas  
season! 



DiscipleLife Classes Starting Jan 4 

Tell Someone  
w/ Don Evans 

Learn to identify people and 

places already in their daily rou-

tines, encouraging and empower-

ing them to share the good news 

of Jesus Christ. Evangelism 

shouldn't be an artificial reli-

gious sales pitch. We shouldn't 

be afraid of burning bridges with 

people we know and love. In-

stead, we should build bridges 

with our stories to connect peo-

ple to the heart of the Savior. 

This refreshing look at evange-

lism from one of the nation's 

most prominent pastors and 

evangelists, Greg Laurie, will 

help Christians—new and old 

alike—discover the joy of evan-

gelism as the good news of Jesus 

naturally overflows into their 

daily lives. 

One Race,  

One Blood  
w/ Wayne & Phyllis Turnage 

Racial prejudice is easily stoked 

to red-hot levels in today’s cul-

ture, but it originates in the 

darkness of man’s fallen heart. 

Sadly, the underlying idea 

of evolution fuels racism more 

effectively than biased activists 

and articulate politicians.  

In a world where racial tensions 

are extremely high, it is impera-

tive  to see the issue from a 

biblical perspective. When we 

start with the Bible, we find that 

there is only one race—the hu-

man race. One Race, One Blood 

will challenge you to stand on 

the authority of God’s Word in 

every area and to engage the 

culture with biblically consistent 

perspectives.  

New to Our Family 
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God’s Glory Alone  
w/ Frank Pihoker 

Why should we care about 

making sure God alone gets all 

glory? It matters because it puts 

us in our proper place. We like 

to tell self-centered people that 

the world does not revolve 

around them. But, we do the 

same thing when we skew these 

doctrines from how they ought 

to be understood. We put our-

selves at the center of the gos-

pel story. It’s all about us. Yet, 

the Bible paints a different 

picture: it’s all about God. He 

does it out of his own good 

pleasure and he is the center of 

the story. 

All glory is God’s alone, espe-

cially when it comes to our 

salvation. He did all the work, 

so let’s make sure we give him 

all the credit he’s due. 

Mike & Julie Christenson  
Joined Nov 13 

Cindy Milam 
Joined Nov 13 

Christmas Food Drive 

TO BENEFIT FIRST BAPTIST SHALLOTTE, ST. BRENDAN’S CATHOLIC &  

SEASIDE UNITED METHODIST 

SPONSORED BY THE KIWANIS CLUB OF SHALLOTTE/SOUTH BRUNSWICK 

ISLANDS 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10TH at MULBERRY PARK in SHALLOTTE 

 

NEEDED FOOD ITEMS 

• CANNED VEGETABLES                             

•  1 LB. BAG OF RICE 

• CANNED FRUIT & APPLESAUCE                                 

• CEREAL 

• CANNED MEAT- 

TUNA, CHICKEN, SPAM                                                                                             

•  PANCAKE MIX 

•  SYRUP 

• PASTA & SAUCE                          

•  1LB. BAG OF DRIED BEANS 

• CANNED SOUP                        

• CHEF BOY-AR-DEE PRODUCTS- 

 RAVIOLI, BEANIE-WEENIES,   

 ETC. 

• BOXED MAC & CHEESE       

LEARN MORE & SIGN UP AT FBCSHALLOTTE.ORG/WED-DISCIPLESHIP  

Discovering 

Church  

Membership  
w/ Pastor Bob 

Learn more about  First Baptist 

Church of Shallotte’s church 

family.  You may have already 

chosen FBCS as your church 

home, or you may have just 

arrived. Since we have members 

and regular attenders from many 

different church backgrounds, 

this class was designed to intro-

duce you to First Baptist Church 

and help you move forward in 

your journey of faith.    

You will learn about our salva-

tion (what God has done for us, 

our values and strategy (why we 

exist and what we do), our be-

liefs (what we believe and why), 

and our structure (when and 

where we fulfill our purpose). 
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Bags of Hope 

We will be delivering Christmas Bags of Hope on Saturday December 17th.  We'll be packing them on the 
morning of December 16th.  If you would like to volunteer to help, sign up at fbcshallotte.org/hope, contact 

the church office or Priscilla Evans at 949-433-5903.  If you know of a family that would like to receive 
Bags of Hope , let us know at fbcshallotte.org/hope or call the church office. 

 

You can also help by making a donation to the Bags of Hope fund at fbcshallotte.org/give and we will be 
collecting the "Food Lion Feeds" boxes as we did last year.  They're $6.00/box 

 and you can leave them in the kitchen between now and December 16th. 

Angel Tree Prison Fellowship Ministry 

We are sponsoring the Angel Tree Prison Fellowship Ministry for children  
with an incarcerated parent.  The names of the children can be found hanging  

on the tree in the Worship Center. Just choose a child to purchase a $25 gift  
for, pull off the paper to fill in your information and drop it in the basket.   

Return the $25 gift with the Angel Tag affixed to the wrapped present and  
place it under the angel tree by Wednesday, December 14th. Presents  

that are not picked up at the Christmas party for the Angel Tree children  
will be delivered on Sat. Dec 17 by Ron Powell’s Sunday School class  
to the children’s caregiver homes.  Also, consider sending a Christmas  

card to the inmates who are parents of the kids we are sponsoring.  
They need encouragement, too! Contact Cheryl in the church office  

if you would like to send a Christmas card to an inmate. 
. 

Share the Love of Christ with Your  
FBCS Family With Christmas Cards! 

Place your cards to church families in the “post office” box inside the church 

 and drop your postage in the designated receptacle. All postage will be  
applied to our Lottie Moon Christmas offering. Then, rather than each person  

or family look through the post office boxes for their own cards, Marvin  
Long will arrange the cards on tables for you to pick up the next week.  Cards  
must be dropped off at the church in person and must be picked up in person.  

You can drop off your cards and pick them up during regular office hours,  
or on Wednesdays or Sundays. 

 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

100% OF YOUR GIFTS TO THE LOTTIE MOON CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

ENABLE GOSPEL TRANSFORMATION AMONG THE UNREACHED  
Lottie Moon was sent as a Southern Baptist missionary to China from 1873 to 1912. She saw firsthand the 

world’s greatest problem – LOSTNESS. Meeting so many people who had never heard the gospel compelled her 
to write letters to American churches describing the need for a greater missionary presence. She pleaded for  

increased prayer and financial support to send and sustain more missionaries. This challenge became known as 
the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering®. Every year, Southern Baptist churches collect an offering to send and  

support missionaries to be steadfastly present among those who have never heard the gospel.   Our church goal 
this year is $8,500.  Give to this ministry at fbcshallotte.org/give or use the Lottie Moon collection envelopes 

available at the giving station. 



4486 Main Street 

Shallotte, NC  28470 

910.754.4048            

fbcshallotte.org 

Office Hours:Office Hours:Office Hours:Office Hours:    

M-Th  9am—3pm 

Closed Friday 

             

Sunday School—9:45am 
Worship—11:00am 
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  G o s p e l s  E p i s t l e s  T h e  L a w  H i s t o r y  P s a l m s  P o e t r y  P r o p h e c y  

Week Saturday Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

49  Acts 21-22  1John 4-5  Deut 23-25  Neh 5-9  Ps 140-142  Song 1-2  Rev 1-6 

50  Acts 23-24  2John  Deut 26-28  Neh 10-13  Ps 143-145  Song 3-4  Rev 7-11 

51  Acts 25-26  3John  Deut 29-31  Esther 1-5  Ps 146-148  Song 5-6  Rev 12-17 

52  Acts 27-28  Jude  Deut 32-34  Esther 6-10  Ps 149-150  Song 7-8  Rev 18-22 


